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The Teftimony ard Advice of the late ven erghle Lumby 
of Minifters continued, 


‘ ITH Refpect toNumbers of thofe who have beert 
* under the Impreffions of the prefent Day, we 
¢ mult declare there is goodGround to cofclude 

they are become real Chrifiians ; the Account they give of 

their Conviétion andConfolation azreeing with theStandard 
ofthe holy Scriptures, correfpond nz with the Experiences 
of the Saints, and evidenc’d by the external Fruits of 

* Holinefs in their Lives : 0 that thev appear to thofe who 

* have the nearcit Accefs to them, as fo many Epifles of 

* Coriff, written, not with Ink, but by the Spict of the 


rr & 


ad living God, attetting to the Geruinen e/s of the preleut One. 
* ration, and reprefeniing the Excellency of it. 
* ladeed many who appear’d to be under Convi tio: 
© and were much alter’d ia their external Beha. iour,when ¢! 
* Work began, & while it was moll flourifliing, have Jott ther 


: Imprefhons, and are relaps’d iato their former Mant 

* of Life: Yet of thofe who were judg’d hopefully con 
* verted, and madea publick Profethon of Religion, v 

* have been fewer Injlances of Acanaal an\ tosfay thon 
* might be expected.--- So that, as far as we arc able to 
* form a Judgment, the viene of Religion is lately chang’d 
¢ much ior the better in many of our Towns anu Congre 
‘ gations » and together witha Refermat cm obterya ue in 
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Godlinef{s, and lively Chriflianity, than the moft of us can 
somemmber we have ever feen before.---- 

Thus we have freely declar’d our ‘Tho’ts as to the Work 
J GOD fo remarkably reviv’d in many Parts of this 
Land. ---- And now, We defire to bow the Knee in 
Thank/giving to the God and Father of our Lord ‘fe/us Chrift, 
that our Eyes have feen, and our Ears hard fuch 
Things.--- And while thefe are our Sentiments, we mutt 
necefiarily be grieved at any Accounts fent abroad, re- 
prefenting this Work as all Enthufiafm, Delvficn and 
Diforder. ccocce 
‘ Indeed it isnot to be denied that in /ome Places many 
Irregularities and Extravagancies have been permitted to 
accompany it, which we would deeply lament and bewail 
before GOD, and look upon our felves oblig’d, for the 
Honour of the Hoty Spirit, and of his bleffed Opera- 
tions on the Souls of Men, to bear a publick and faithful 
Teftimony againft ; tho’ at the fame Time it is to be ace 
knowleg’d with much Thankfulnets, that in other Places, 
where the Work has greatly flourifh’d,there have been few 
if any of thefe Diforders and Excefles. --- But who can 
wonder, if at fuch a Time as this Satan fhould intermingic 
himfelf, to hinder and blemifh a Work fo direétly contrary 
to the Interetls of his own Kingdom ?--- Or, if while fo 
much good Seed is fowing, the Enemy fhould be bufy to 
fow Tares ? ---- We would therefore, in the Bowels of 
Jesus, befeech fuch as have been Partakers of this Work, 
or are zealous to promote it, that they be not ignorant of 
Satan’s Devices ; that they watch and pray againft Errors 
and Mifconduct of every Kind, left they blemifh and 
hinder that which they defire to honour and advance.---- 
Particularly . 

That they do not make /fecret Impulfes on their Minds, 
Bn a due Regard to the written Word, the Rule of 
their Duty : A very dangerous Miftake which we appre- 
hend fome in thefe Times have gone into--- That to avoid 

Arminianym they do not verge to the oppofiteSide of Ant:- 
nomiani/m , While we would have others take good Heed to 
themielves, left they be by fome led into, or fix’d in, 
Arminian Tenets, under the Pretence of oppofing Antins- 


mian Errors.---- That Laymen do not invade the Minifte- 
rial Office, and under a Pretence of Lahorting fet up 
Preachin: 
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venerable AssemBuy of Pastors, ce. 163 


Preaching ; which is very contrary to Gofpel Order, 
and tends to introduce Errors and Confufion into the 
Church.----- That Minifers do not invade the Province 
of others, and in ordinary Cafes preach in another’s Pa- 
rifh without his Knowledge, and againtt his Confent : 
Nor encourage raw and indifcreet young Candidates, in 
rufhing into particular Places, and preaching publickly 
or privately » as fome have done to the no {mall Difrepute 
and Damage of the Work in Places where it once pro- 

mis’d to flourifh. Tho’ at the fame Time we would 
have Minifters fhew their Regard to the fpiritual Wel- 
fare of their People, by fuffering them to partake of 
the Gifts and Graces of able, found and zealens Preachers 
of the Word, as GOD in his Providence may give Op- 
portunity therefor : Being perfwaded GOD hus in this 
Day remarkably blefs’d “the Labours of Jome of his Ser- 
vants who have travelled in preaching the Goilpel of 
CuRistT.---- That People beware of entertaining Pre- 
judices againft their own Paffors, and don’t run into 
unfcriptural Separations. ---- That they don’t indulfe a 
difputatious Spirit, which has been attended wit# mil- 
chievous Effects ; nor difcover a Spirit of Cen/criou/nefs, 
Uncharitablene/s, and rath judging the State of others : 
than which fcarce any Thing has more blemifhed the 
Work of GOD amoneft us. ---- And while we would 
meekly exhort both Minifters and Chriltians, fo far as 1s 
confiftent with Truth and Holinefi, to follow the Things 
that make for Peace ; we would molt carneftly warn all 
Sorts of Perfons not to de/pi/e thefe Out-pourings df the 

Spirit, left aholy GOD be provoked to with-hold them, 


.and inftead thereof to pour out upon this People theVials 


of his Wrath, in temporal Judgments and fpiritual 
Plagues ; and would ca/l upon every one to improve 
this remarkable Seafon of Grace, and putin for a Share 
of the heavenly Bleflings fo liberally di/penfed.----- 
‘ Finally, 

¢* We exhort the Children of GOD to continue infant 
in’ Prayer, that He, with whom is the Refidue of the 
Spirit, would grant us frefh, more plentiful ‘and exten- 
five Effulions, that fo this Wilderne/s, in all the Parts of 
it, may become a fruitful Field : ------ That the prefent 


© Appearances may be an LEarneff of the glorious Things 
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164 The Teftimony and Advice 


* protnis’d to the Church in the latter Days; when fhe 
* thall fhine with the Glory of the LORD arifen upon ber, fo 
« as to dazzle the Eyes of Beholders, ¢onfound and put to 
Shame all her Enemies, rejoyee the Hearts of her folici- 
tous and now fadned Friends, and have a ftrong Influ- 
ence and Refplendency throughout the Earth.--- 4ME N / 
Even fo come LORD FESUS ; Come quickly ! 
‘ After folemn repeated Prayer, free Inquiry and Debate, 
and ferious Deliberation, the above Teftimony and Advice 
is figned by 

{ the following Paftors of Churches, J} 

I. In the Province of the MassacnusetTs-Bay. 


County of Surrork. 
Paftors of Congregational Churches in Bo/ffon. 


4 Benjamin Colman D. D. 
Jofeph Sewell D. D. To the Subfance, Scope and End. 
Thomas Prince A. M. Ta the Subfance. 
John Webb A. M. 
William Cooper A. M. 
Thomas Foxcroft A. M. - 
i) Samuel Checkley A. M. 
Jofhua Gee A. M. 
| Andrew Eliot A. M. 


Paftor of a Presbyterian Congregation in Boron. 
Joha Moorhead. 


James Bavley A. M. of the 2d Church in Weymouth, 
| John Fowle A.M. the 2d Church in Hingham. 
Thomas Balch A. M. a Church in Dedham. 
Henry Meflinger A. M. the rftChurch in Wrentham. 
Elias Haven A. M. the 2d Church in Wrentham. 
James Allin A. M. the Church in Breokiine. 
 Jofeph Baxter A. M. the Church in Adedfeld. 
| Ezra Carpenter A. M. the Church in Huil. 


.- « 





County of Essex. 
James Diman A. M. a Church in Salem, 
To the Subftance Scope and End. 
Samucl Wigglefworth A. M. a Chutch in [pfwich. 
Nathanael Rogers A. M. the rft Church in /p/wic. 
¥ Simon Bradftreet A. M. the gdChurch inMerblchead. 
john 
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of Paftors &£c. 165 


j John Chipman A. M. a Church in Beverly, 

To the Subftance Scope and End. 
Jedidiah Jewet A. M. the rft Church in Rowley. 
James Chandler A. M. the 2d Church in Rowley. 
Samuel Bacheller A. M. the 3d Churchin Haverhill. 
John White A. M. the 1ft Church in Glocefter. 
John Emerfon A. M. the Church in Topsfield, 

To the Scope and Subftance. 

: John Warren A. M. the Church in Wenham. 

Ames Cheever A. M. the Church in Manchefter. 


County of Mippresex. 


Hull Abbot A. M. the Church in Charieffown. 

Thomas Prentice A. M. the Church in Charleffown. 

Daniel Blifs A. M. the Church in Concord. 

William Hobby A. M. the rft Church in Reading. 

John Cotton A. M. the Church in Newton. 

Jofeph Emerfon A. M. the 1ft Church in Afalien, 
To the Scope and Subftance. 

| Ebenezer Turell A. M. the Church in Medford. 

Daniel Emerfon A. M. the 2d Church in Dunffable. 

Phineas Hemmingway A. M. theChurch inTownfbend. 


County of WorcESTER. 
| Jofeph Dorr A. M. the 1ft Church in ALendon. 


| Ebenezer Parkman A. M. the Church inWe/ffborough. 
David Goddard A. M. the Church in Liecefler, 
To the Subftance. 
Solomon Prentice A. M. the Church in Grafton. 
John Seccomb A. M. the Church in Hervard. 


Nathan Webb A. M. the Church in Uxbridge. 
County of Prymouru. 


Nathanael Leonard A. M. the rft Church in Plymouth. 
Jonathan Ellis A. B. the 2d Church in P/ymauth. 

|) Nathanacl Eells A. M. the 2d Church in Scituate. 
Samuel Veazie A. M. the Church in Duxborough. 
Samuel Hill A. M. the 1ft Church in Mar/hfield. 
John Porter A. M. the 4th Church in Bridgewater. 
Orkniel Campbell A. M. the 2d Church in Plympton. 

| Benjamin Bafs A. M. the Church in Hanover. 

{| Thaddeus Macearty A. M. the Church in King/on. 
John Cotton A. M. the Church in Alallifex. 

County 
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166 Teftimony and Advice &c. ; 


County of BARNSTABLE. 
Francis Worfter, the 2d Church in Sandwich. 





County of Bristot. 


Jofiah Crocker A. M. the Church in Taunton. 
Habijah Weld A.M. the Church in Attleborough, 

To the Subftance Scope and End. 
Samuel Tobey A. M. the Church in Berdley. 


County of York. 


Samuel Moody A. M. the 1ft Church in orf. 
Samuel Chandler A. M. the 2d Church in Yorf. 
‘Thomas Smith A. M. the 1ft Church in Falmeuth. 


II. In the Province of NEw-HAmPsHIRE. 


Ward Cotton A. M. the rit Church in Hampton. : 
Jofeph Adams A. M. the Church in Newington. 
James Pike A. M. the Church in Summer/worth. 

Amos Main A. M. the Church in Roche/fer. 

Jofhua Tufts A. M. the Church in Litchfield. 


III. In the Colony of RHopE-IsLanp. 


Jofiah Cotton A. M. a Church in Providence, 
To the general Scope and Tendency. 


N. B. The Reverend Gentlemen, to whofeNames ||’s are 
affixed, figned theTeftimony & Advice with anException 
in the following Terms. ¢ We concur with the Tefti- 
© mony for the Subftance of it, excepting that Arti- 
* cle of Itinerancy, or Minifters and others, intruding 
© into other Minitters Parifhes without their Confent, 

¢ which great Diforder we apprehend not fufficiently 

‘ 


teftified againft, therein. 


N. B. By Reafon of Diffance, the Minifiers of Con- 
NECTIcUTT-CoLony, and of the County of Hamp- 
fhire in the MAssACHUSET9Ts-PROVINCE could not 
conveniently attend the /nterview. 
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ATTESTATIONS contain’d in Letters from a - | 
Number of Paffors abfent, and communicated to 





if 

ft 

the dffembly. | 

No. I. From the Rev. Mr. Rocers, fenior Paftor of the i 

firft Church in /p/cvich, in the County of Effex. ; 

. 
: ¢ Hereas it has been advertis’d in a late Gazette, or a 
j . © Weekly “Fournal, that fome Rev. Minifters inBoffon, ; 


s and Places adjacent, defigning to meet together on the i 
Day after Commencement, do defire, that as many others 
from the Country, as can conveniently, wou’d come 
* down and give in their Testimony for GOD, and the 
© late glorious & remarkable Work of his Grace (marvelloufly 

. begun and carrying on among us) and that fuch as cannot i. 
' ¢ perfonally appear would fend their ATTESTATIONS in 


¢ Writing to that Affembly ; a 
< I being one of this latter Sort, who thro’ Age and : 
Weaknefs of Body, am unable to travel ‘fo far —«mut et 
take this Way to fignify my hearty Approbation of fuch . 
a Defign, and alfo my Readinefs with Heart and Hand to Nh i 


fub{cribe to. the mof? ample Teftimony that may be drawn 
by a better Pen, for the Purpofe above-mentioned ; well 
knowing there can never be too much or enough fpoken . F 
or written by Man to magnify the Mercy of GOD in thus 
vifiting his People, as of late he hath remarkably been 
pleafed to do, or enough faid or done to fhew forth thePraife 
of divine Power, and fovereign freeGace, fo wonderfully 
difplayed in innumerable Inftances and Effects thereof. 
‘ I have for fome Time apprehended it to be the righteous 1 
‘ Expectation of our glorious Lory, that all his Minifters | i, 
in thefe Churches, efpecially fuch as may have obferved a 
with Admiration (and other proper Affections) the great 
Revival of the Power of Godliuc/s, and more general Refor- 
mation of Manners (in many Places) as a Fruit of his 
more plentiful Effufion of his moft Hoty and BLESSED 4 
SPIRIT on the Minds and Hearts of the People, and (as i ee 
we truft) in Anfwer to the conftant fervent Prayers of the Fe 
© Faithful, both in the prefent and preceeding Generations iy 
 -2- fhould in the moft publick Manner teftify their moft e 
* grateful Senfe of this his unmerited Favour and Lovirg- . 
¢ kindnefs to this | eople and their Potterity. , ; 
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168 Arteftations. 


* J fhould have rejoyced to have feen fomething of this 
* Nature to have gone before the Teftimony of another Sort, 
* (againft fome real or fuppofed Errors and Diforders) put 
forth in the Name of the late Convention. For certainly 
our Lorp Curist ough; (in all Things) to have the Pre- 
eminence, and moft venerable Mention made of his glori- 
ous Work, before any Things, which the grand Adver- 
fary of his Kingdom and Church may have done to blemifh, : 
interrupt or hinder the Progrefs thereof. Neverthelefs I } 
humbly hope and believe it may yet be accepted of GOD, 
and likewife be of great Service to his dear People, if a 
full and pofitive Declaration were drawn and fubfcribed 
by a Number of Witnefes for Curist ; allerting a mmo? | 
| 








powerful and clear Work of Grace (according to our Appre- 
henfion) wrought in the Hearts of Multitudes, from gne 
End of the Land to the other. All fuch as delieve it with 
their Heart, will readily confe/s it with their Alouth. 
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Rev. and dear Brethren, 

© I thall onthe very Day of your propofed Meeting, viz. 
July 7th (GOD continuing my Life to that Day) 
enter on the 78th Year of my 4ge, and in the 54th ot 
my Minifiry, And now defire, as { have utmoft Reafcn, 
to blefs GOD who has given me to fee a Day of fuch 
marvellous Power and Grace, particularly in this Place, 
and fince the Rev. Mr. Whitefield andTennent came among 
us 5 Wherein great Numbers of our yourg ‘Peeple, ang 
others of more advanced Age give clear Evicence ef a fav- 
ing Charge wrought in them, and by the Fruits of the 
Spirit thew that they are bern of the Spirit: And many 
Perfons of Chrifjfian Experiences befere, have been greatly re- 
eived, inriched with Grace, cftablithed and comforted by a 
new Influence,in and through the Word read & preached . 
This I i:ave found by my beft Obfervation in general, and 
More intimate Converfation with many of tho(Seeres, yea 
I think I may fay, dZundreds living here & in the Neighbour- 
hood, and with feveral from diftant Places, who uni- 
verfally {peak the fame Language, all giving Teftimony 
by their Experience to the Truth of Ge/pel DosPrines of 
Grace. 
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(To be continued.) 
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